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ALCOHOL ONSELLING — PROHIBITION REGULATIONS — KIMBERLEY 
Statement by Minister for Racing and Gaming 

MR R.R. WHITBY (Baldivis — Minister for Racing and Gaming) [9.19 am]: I inform the house that this Saturday, 
18 September, new regulations will begin that address the deplorable practice of sly grogging in the Kimberley. 
For those members who are not aware, the term “sly grogging” refers to the practice of purchasing large quantities 
of alcohol and then onselling that product at highly inflated prices to vulnerable people and communities. Reports 
of beer being sold for up to $250 a carton to the vulnerable is not uncommon in certain parts of the state’s north. 
Not only is selling alcohol without a licence illegal, selling alcohol to vulnerable people and communities is immoral 
and these regulations seek to curb the business model of individuals who would prey on those most at risk. Alcohol 
harm minimisation is not easy and there is never a silver bullet. These sly grogging regulations will build on the work 
the McGowan Labor government has already done in tackling alcohol related harm, and I acknowledge the work 
of the Minister for Police in his previous role. I know he is a very strong advocate for these new measures. 
The regulations will be directly tied to the current restrictions in the Kimberley under the Emergency Management 
Act 2005 and include one carton of beer, or three bottles of wine, or one litre of spirits—or a combination of 
two products, but not two of the same, per day. Vehicles will be able to carry only one daily limit for each adult 
person travelling in the vehicle, up to a maximum of five quantities per vehicle. This will mean if there is one person 
in the car, they can have one daily limit in the car; four people in a car can have four daily limits. Six people in 
a minivan can still have only five daily limits in the vehicle. Western Australia police will enforce these regulations 
and will have the power to seize and destroy any alcohol found to be above the allowable limit. Offenders face fines 
up to $10 000. The regulations will apply in the towns of Broome, Derby, Fitzroy Crossing, Halls Creek, Kununurra 
and Wyndham, and within 20 kilometres of those towns and within five kilometres of a dry community. Exemptions 
apply for freight providers, licensees carrying out lawful deliveries, pastoralists, remote camp site operators and 
tourists. Exemptions are available also for local residents who have applied for a 72-hour exemption to purchase the 
alcohol. I am proud to be part of a government that is working to put a stop to sly grogging in the Kimberley. 
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